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To  the  Chairmen  and  Members  of  the  Rural  District  Councils 
forming  the  West  Gloucestershire  United  District. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year 
1948.  This  has  been  my  first  complete  year  as  your  Medical 
Officer  of  Health. 

In  presenting  this  report  I  wish  to  thank  the  three  Sanitary 
Inspectors  for  their  loyal  support  during  the  year. 

I  am  grateful  to  the  three  Surveyors,  Mr.  Harry  Jones,  of 
East  Dean,  Mr.  Ward  of  West  Dean  and  Mr.  Spratt  of  Lydney 
District  for  their  help  in  supplying  me  with  information  especially 
in  relation  to  water  supply,  and  to  the  rate  collectors  for  particulars 
of  the  number  of  houses  rated. 

I  have  included  figures  of  the  population  of  each  parish  and 
in  some  cases  wards  of  parishes.  These  figures  are  arrived  at 
by  apportioning  the  Registrar  General’s  estimates  for  the  districts 
according  to  the  electoral  lists. 

I  have  included  figures  of  the  number  of  new  houses  completed 
by  the  end  of  the  year ;  no  cognisance  was  made  of  projected 
schemes. 

The  housing  conditions  remain  bad  throughout  most  parts  of 
the  district  and  it  has  been  an  important  part  of  my  work  to  advise 
on  health  factors,  housing  conditions  and  overcrowding  in  relation 
to  housing  applicants.  By  visiting  a  large  number  of  homes  for 


this  purpose  I  have  been  able  to  make  myself  familiar  with  the 
housing  and  other  living  conditions  of  the  people. 

The  bad  housing  conditions  are,  of  course,  due  to  the  fact  that 
the  population  has  during  the  war  years  and  after,  outgrown  the 
accommodation  available.  These  years,  too,  have  seen  the  ageing 
of  much  of  the  property  to  the  point  of  being  decrepit. 

The  arrival  of  new  industries  in  the  area  is  most  fortunate  for 
health  depends  upon  prosperity.  Especially  welcome  are  the 
industries  which  employ  a  large  proportion  of  female  labour. 
This  will  tend  to  counter  the  continual  migration  of  women  from 
the  Forest  area  and  so  produce  a  more  balanced  population.  Thus 
to  every  100  men  in  the  country  as  a  whole  in  the  age  group  25-45 
in  1947  there  were  106  women  but  in  the  Forest  area  only 
98  (actually  only  92  in  West  Dean). 

The  proportion  of  deaths  from  the  main  causes  follows  the 
pattern  of  the  country  as  a  whole.  There  were  no  maternal  deaths 
again  this  year  to  the  953  births. 

There  was  only  one  case  of  diphtheria — in  a  little  girl  who  had 
just  come  back  from  a  holiday  and  who  was  almost  certainly 
infected  elsewhere.  She  had  not  been  immunised.  As  the  memory 
of  this  disease  fades  it  is  becoming  more  difficult  to  maintain  a 
high  level  of  immunisation. 

Tuberculosis  caused  32  deaths  during  the  year  and  there  were 
68  new  cases  notified.  This  loss  of  health  and  of  life  from  an 
infectious  disease  is  serious.  There  are  still  delays  in  getting 
patients  into  hospital.  Whereas  it  is  possible  to  speedily  remove 
a  mild  case  of  scarlet  fever  to  hospital  it  is  not  possible  to  do  the 
same  with  a  highly  infectious  case  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  even 
if  the  dwelling  is  poor  and  there  are  young  people  within  it  who 
are  receiving  a  massive  dose  of  infection. 

An  epidemic  of  measles  occurred  throughout  the  populous 
parts  of  the  area  during  the  year. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  T.  HUNT, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Public  Health  Staff. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  three  District  Councils. 
A.  T.  HUNT,  m.b.,  b.s.  (lond).,  d.p.h.,  m.r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p. 

Sanitary  Inspectors. 


East  Dean. 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  : 

A.  W.  COLLINSON,  M.S.I.A. 

Additional  Sanitary  Inspectors  : 

G.  COLLINSON,  M.S.I.A.,  D.P.A.,  A.R.S.I. 

Resigned  31st  March. 

A.  D.  Parsons,  m.s.i.a. 

Commenced  5th  July. 

West  Dean. 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Surveyor. 

V.  G.  Hudson,  m.s.i.a.,  m.r.s.i. 

Additional  Sanitary  Inspector  : 

W.  Lockhead,  m.s.i.a. 

Lydney. 

Sanitary  Inspector  : 

W.  M.  Richards,  m.s.i.a. 

Analyst  employed  by  all  three  authorities  : 

Rowland  H.  Ellis,  Gloucester. 

Milk  Samples  are  sent  to  the  Pathological  Laboratory,  Royal 
Infirmary,  Gloucester. 
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EAST  DEAN  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


Area — 30,475  acres. 

Population — 20,450  (Registrar  General’s  Estimate). 

Number  of  inhabited  houses — 5,536. 

Rateable  value  (31st  Dec.,  1948) — £52,958.  Product  of  Id.  rate — 

£200. 


Births  and  Infantile  Deaths 


L 

egitima 

te 

Ilk 

jgitimal 

:e 

Totals 

Male 

Fern. 

Total 

Male 

Fern. 

Total 

Male 

Fern. 

Total 

Live  Births 

183 

203 

386 

14 

11 

25 

197 

214 

411 

Still  Births 

2 

2 

4 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

4 

Deaths 
under  1  yr. 

7 

6 

13 

— 

2 

2 

7 

8 

15 

Birth  Rate- — 20.1  births  per  1,000  population  ;  England  and  Wales  17.9  ; 
London  20.1. 

Excess  of  births  over  deaths  =411 — 241  =170. 

Death  Rate  =  11.8  deaths  over  1,000  population  ;  England  and  Wales  10.8  ; 
London  11.6. 

The  birth  rate  remained  high  being  only  a  little  lower 
whereas  the  National  Rate  has  fallen  from  20.5  to 

The  Death  Rate  has  shown  a  fall  from  12.9  last  year  to 
to  the  fall  in  the  National  Rate  from  12.0  last  year 

Looking  back  the  Death  Rate  in  East  Dean  was  1 
National  Rate  was  14.6. 


than  last  year  (20.8) 
17.9. 

11.8  which  is  parallel 
to  10.8  this. 

1.5  in  1911  when  the 
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Chief  Causes  of  Death. 


Male 

Female 

Male 

Tuberculosis  of  the  respiratory  system 

6 

6 

12 

Other  forms  of  tuberculosis 

— 

— 

— 

Syphilitic  diseases 

— 

1 

1 

Influenza  •••  •••  . . .  •  •  •  « « . 

3 

3 

Cancer  » *  •  •••  « *•  •«  * 

22 

17 

39 

Diabetes 

2 

3 

5 

Intracranial  vascular  lesions 

13 

8 

21 

Heart  diseases 

37 

27 

64 

Other  dieases  of  the  circulatory  system 

6 

2 

8 

Bronchitis 

9 

4 

13 

Pneumonia 

4 

7 

11 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

4 

— 

4 

Ulcer  of  the  stomach  and  duodenum 

2 

1 

3 

Diarrhoea  under  two  years 

1 

1 

2 

Appendicitis 

2 

— 

2 

Other  digestive  diseases 

3 

1 

4 

Nephritis 

4 

4 

8 

Maternal  causes 

— 

— 

— 

Premature  birth 

4 

4 

8 

Congenital  malformations,  birth 
injuries  and  infantile  diseases  ... 

2 

1 

3 

Suicide 

— 

1 

1 

Road  traffic  accidents 

1 

— 

1 

Other  violent  causes 

4 

3 

7 

All  other  causes 

12 

9 

21 

Totals  ...  ...  ...  ... 

141 

100 

241 
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Infectious  Diseases  Notified 


Scarlet 

Fever 

Measles 

Whooping 

Cough 

Acute 

Pneumonia 

Erysipelas 

Males  ... 

10 

92 

14 

5 

2 

Females 

15 

81 

19 

2 

2 

Total  ... 

25 

173 

33 

7 

4 

0  + 

_ _ _ 

5 

1 

— 

— 

1  + 

— 

34 

12 

— 

— 

3  + 

2 

44 

9 

1 

Age  5  + 

17 

81 

10 

1 

— 

Groups  10  + 

3 

5 

1 

o 

— 

15  + 

1 

3 

« - 

— 

1 

25  + 

2 

1 

— 

1 

— 

45  + 

— 

• — 

— 

— 

3 

65  + 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

January 

3 

3 

— 

— 

— 

February 

1 

6 

— 

2 

2 

March 

4 

26 

3 

— 

1 

April  ... 

1 

41 

6 

— 

— . 

May 

— 

55 

1 

— - 

1 

June  ... 

2 

15 

3 

— 

— 

July  . 

2 

18 

2 

— 

- — 

August 

— 

8 

— 

— 

— 

September 

— 

1 

3 

— ■ 

— 

October 

2 

— 

— 

1 

— 

November 

6 

— 

9 

1 

- - 

December 

4 

— 

6 

3 

— 

Cinderford 

6 

39 

10 

_ 

1 

Dry  brook 

6 

60 

6 

— 

2 

Mitcheldean 

1 

5 

1 

— 

— 

Littledean 

— 

1 

- - 

1 

— 

Longhope 

— 

2 

1 

1 

— 

Huntley 

6 

6 

— 

— 

— 

Blaisdon 

1 

1 

— 

2 

— 

Awre 

1 

19 

7 

2 

— 

Ruardean 

1 

27 

8 

• - 

1 

Popes  Hill 

’ — 

2 

— 

1 

— 

Churcham 

3 

11 

— 

- - 

— 

Removed  to 

Hospital 

14 

— 

— 

— 

9 

Deaths 

— 

- — 

— 

— 

— 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 


Diphtheria. 

There  was  no  case  of  this  disease  during  the  year. 

Immunisation  against  diphtheria  became  the  responsibility  of  the 
County  Council  in  July  but  I  am  including  the  following  table  as 
usual. 
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Relation  to  Child  Population. 


Under  5 

5—14 

Total 

Number  immunised  during  the  year  ... 

213 

12 

225 

Total  number  immunised  by  the  end  of  the  year 

725 

2218 

2943 

Estimated  mid-year  population 

1851 

3217 

5068 

Percentage  immunised  ... 

39% 

69% 

58% 

Number  of  reinforcing  injections  given  =  192. 


Scarlet  Fever. 

There  were  25  cases  throughout  the  year.  There  was  a  small 
epidemic  at  Churcham  and  Huntley  in  November  and  December 
but  otherwise  the  cases  wrere  sporadic.  14  cases  were  admitted  to 
hospital. 

Epidemic  Conjunctivitis. 

This  affected  the  schools  of  Littledean  and  Blakeney  during 
March  to  July. 


Measles. 

An  epidemic  occurred  from  March  to  July  affecting  Drybrook, 
Ruardean  and  Cinderford. 


Whooping  Cough. 

A  number  of  sporadic  cases  occurred  throughout  most  of  the 
year. 


Epidemic  Jaundice  or  Hepatitis. 

A  small  epidemic  of  this  condition  occurred  among  children 
at  Drybrook  during  the  last  three  months  of  the  year. 


ISOLATION  OF  INFECTIOUS  CASES. 

Isolation  of  Infectious  cases. 

The  Wilderness  Hospital  for  Infectious  Diseases  was  taken 
over  by  the  Hospital  Board  in  July  and  was  converted  for  use  for 
the  chronic  sick  at  the  end  of  the  year.  This  hospital  belonged  to 
the  Council  previous  to  nationalisation  and  it  was  felt  by  the  Council 
and  myself  that  in  view  of  the  overcrowded  housing  conditions 
and  for  other  reasons  this  conversion  was  ill-judged. 
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Tuberculosis. 


Notifications  during  the  year 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Pulmonary 

8 

6 

14 

Non-pulmonary  ... 

i 

2 

3 

Totals  •••  •••  ••• 

9 

8 

17 

Thus  there  were  17  fresh  cases  notified  during  the  year  and  12  deaths. 
The  years  1944-47  gave  an  average  of  34  notifications  and  18  deaths  per  year. 
This  improvement  is  comparable  to  the  improvement  that  occurred  after 
the  First  World  War  when  the  average  number  of  deaths  fell  from  27.5  for 
the  vears  1915-18  to  average  12  during  the  twenties. 


WATER  SUPPLY. 


The  number  of  properties  supplied  by  mains  from  the  East 
Dean  Waterworks  is  shown  in  the  accompanying  table.  The  yield 
was  sufficient  to  meet  the  needs  of  consumers  until  the  beginning 
of  September  when  the  supply  had  to  be  curtailed  until  the  end  of 
October.  Strict  attention  was  paid  by  the  Engineer  to  leaking 
appliances  and  continual  checks  were  made  on  all  water  mains 
and  services.  A  reduction  of  consumption  of  from  22.5  gallons  per 
head  per  day  during  1947  to  21  gallons  during  1948  was  effected. 


Main  Supply  Water  Consumption  during  the  last  ten  years. 


1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 


86,137,000 

89,233,000 

93,152,000 

97,406,000 

107,646,000 

96,930,000 

120,501,000 

132,410,000 

141,015,000 

132,487,000 


During  the  year  21  new  connections  were  made  to  the  water 
mains.  A  temporary  supply  by  means  of  standpipes  was  given 
to  the  village  of  Blakeney.  Water  main  extensions  to  serve 
Housing  Sites  at  Mitcheldean,  Drybrook,  Cinderford  and  Blakeney 
were  carried  out. 

The  remainder  of  the  district  is  dependent  upon  wells  and 
springs  for  water  supply.  Blaisdon  has  a  piped  supply  to  17 
houses  from  a  spring.  Huntley  and  Churcham  are  awaiting  a 
supply  from  Gloucester. 
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Sewage  Works. 

The  sewage  works  at  Soudley  (Cinderford),  Littledean  and 
Mitcheldean  were  in  good  working  order. 

The  work  on  the  sewerage  system  for  Ruardean  was  commenced 
in  October. 
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District  ...  20450  5475  60  3957  99  78  6  221 


HOUSING. 


Housing  conditions  remained  very  bad  throughout  most  of 
the  district,  both  from  the  point  of  overcrowding  and  from  the 
condition  of  the  property.  There  was  great  difficulty  in  getting 
owners  to  do  necessary  repairs.  In  many  cases  the  rent  did  not 
cover  the  cost  of  essential  repairs  at  present  day  prices  and  in  others 
the  landlords  were  unable  to  get  builders  to  do  repairs.  In  yet 
other  cases  it  was  not  possible  to  press  owners  to  do  repairs  to 
properties  which  would  be  condemned  were  not  the  housing  shortage 
so  acute.  In  one  case  it  was  found  necessary  to  obtain  a  Nuisance 
Order  against  an  owner  for  repairs  to  a  roof. 

New  Houses. 

The  60  prefabricated  bungalows  built  in  Cinderford  and  Dry- 
brook  and  the  18  traditional  houses  built  at  Cinderford  afforded 
some  relief.  In  the  letting  of  these  dwellings  no  points  scheme  was 
operated  but  each  case  was  considered  on  its  merits  the  report  of 
the  Housing  Officer,  Sanitary  Inspector  and  myself  being  taken 
into  consideration.  In  this  way  the  Council  allocated  the  accom¬ 
modation  available  with  a  remarkable  degree  of  fairness  to  the 
applicants  with  the  greatest  need  and  claim. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT. 


Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

13  connections  to  the  sewer  were  made  during  the  year.  13 
premises  made  improvements  to  sanitary  accommodation  with 
drainage  to  tanks  and  filter  beds. 

6  improvements  in  the  provision  of  W.C.  and  baths. 

Public  Cleansing. 

The  Council  collect  refuse  weekly  from  the  greater  part  of 
East  Dean  Township.  Isolated  parts  of  the  Drybrook  and  Ruspidge 
Wards  are  served  by  Contractors  as  also  the  Blakeney  Hill  and 
Plump  Hill  Wards.  The  Parishes  of  Littledean,  Ruardean  and 
the  villages  of  Mitcheldean  and  Blakeney  have  a  weekly  collection 
and  the  village  of  Awre  and  the  outskirts  of  Mitcheldean  have  a 
fortnightly  collection. 

A  fortnightly  collection  for  the  Parish  of  Huntley  commenced 
in  June. 


Sanitary  inspection. 


Under  the  Public  Health  Act 

.  .  333 

Other  complaints 

116 

Preliminary  Notices  Served 

46 

Statutory  Notices  Served 

7 

Summonses  served 

1 

Under  the  Housing  Act,  1936 

90 

Cowsheds  and  Dairies. 

No.  of  inspections 

87 

Improvements 

8 

Factory  and  Workshop. 

No.  of  inspections  .  . 

50 

Meat  Inspection. 

No  of  inspections  to  Slaughter  House 

... 

639 

The  following  number  of  cattle  were  slaughtered  : — 

C  o  ftl  p 

cr  i*  tiv  •••  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

•  ••  •••  •  •  • 

942 

Calves 

929 

Sheep  •••  .  • .  . . »  . . . 

. .  •  . . .  . . . 

5180 

Pigs 

•  ••  •••  4  .  » 

118 
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The  following  amount  of  meat  was  condemned  : — 


14  carcases  of  cattle  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9704  lbs. 

2  carcases  of  calves  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  285  lbs. 

2  carcases  of  sheep  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  60  lbs. 

12  carcases  of  pigs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  870  lbs. 

Beef  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  534  lbs. 

Mutton  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  34  lbs. 

Pork  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11  lbs. 

64  Bovine  heads  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2107  lbs. 

102  lungs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1016  lbs. 

240  livers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3251  lbs. 

303  part  liver  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1831  lbs. 

384  sheep  livers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  604  lbs. 


Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned. 


Cattle, 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  (if  known) 

718 

224 

929 

5180 

118 

Number  Inspected 

718 

224 

929 

5180 

118 

All  Diseases  except 
Tuberculosis 

Whole  carcases  con¬ 
demned 

3 

1 

2 

12 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con¬ 
demned  i. 

72 

143 

384 

Percentage  of  the  num¬ 
ber  inspected  affected 
with  disease  other  than 
tuberculosis 

10.3 

65.2 

0.1 

0.074 

10.2 

Tuberculosis  Only. 

Whole  carcases  con¬ 
demned  . 

11 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con¬ 
demned  . 

100 

75 

1 

Percentage  of  the  num¬ 
ber  inspected  affected 
with  tuberculosis 

13.9 

33.5 

0.1 

0.9 

OTHER  FOODS. 

Corned  Beef  (tins) 
Cooked  meat 
Fish 

Dried  fruit 

Cheese 

Meat 

Milk 

Fish 

Fruit 

Vegetables 


42—  6  lbs. 

64  lbs. 
168  lbs. 
62  lbs. 
60  lbs. 
17  tins. 
95  tins. 
11  tins. 
9  tins. 
47  tins 
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Ice-Cream  Producers. 

9  samples  were  submitted  to  bacteriological  analysis  during 
the  year.  Of  these  4  were  satisfactory  (one  each  from  4  producers). 
One  was  not  satisfactory.  3  very  unsatisfactory  samples  were 
obtained  in  succession  from  another  producer.  The  producer  was 
asked  to  stop  producing  until  his  premises,  although  quite  good, 
complied  in  every  respect  with  Section  13  of  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Act,  1938.  The  method  of  preparation  was  by  heat  treatment 
and  the  method  of  cooling  was  suspected  to  be  faulty.  A  sub¬ 
sequent  sample  was  satisfactory. 
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WEST  DEAN,  1948 


Area — 24,154  acres. 

Population— 18,210  (Registrar  General’s  Estimate). 
Number  of  inhabited  houses — 5140. 

Rateable  value — £46,770.  Product  of  Id.  rate — £172. 


Births  and  Infantile  Deaths. 


Legitima 

I 

te 

Illegitimate 

!  ' 

Totals 

Male 

Fem. 

Total 

Male 

Fem. 

Total 

Male 

Fem. 

Total 

Live  Births 

179 

153 

332 

4 

10 

14 

183 

163 

346 

Still  Births 
Deaths 

2 

2 

4 

1 

1 

2 

3 

3 

6 

under  1  yr. 

10 

8 

18 

— 

1 

1 

10 

9 

19 

Birth  Rate  =  19.0  births  1,000  population  ;  England  and  Wales  17.9. 

Excess  of  births  over  deaths  =  346 — 214  =  132. 

Death  Rate  =  11.75  per  1,000  living  ;  England  and  Wales  10.8. 

The  Birth  Rate  is  a  shade  higher  than  last  year  (18.9)  whereas  the  National 
Rate  has  fallen  from  20.5  to  17.9. 


Chief  Causes  of  Death. 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Tuberculosis  of  the  respiratory  system 

11 

1 

12 

Other  forms  of  tuberculosis 

— 

2 

2 

Syphilitic  diseases 

— 

— 

— 

Influenza 

— 

2 

2 

Cancer 

14 

13 

27 

Diabetes 

— 

1 

1 

Intracranial  vascular  lesions  ... 

8 

6 

14 

Heart  diseases 

32 

35 

67 

Other  diseases  of  the  circulatory  system 

9 

6 

15 

Bronchitis 

11 

3 

14 

Pneumonia 

5 

6 

11 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

6 

— 

6 

Ulcer  of  the  stomach  and  duodenum 

1 

1 

2 

Diarrhoea  under  two  years 

— 

— 

— 

Appendicitis 

— 

— 

— 

Other  digestive  diseases 

1 

2 

3 

Nephritis 

2 

3 

5 

Maternal  causes 

— 

— 

— - 

Premature  birth 

2 

1 

3 

Congenital  malformations,  birth 
injuries,  and  infantile  disease 

4 

3 

7 

Suicide 

2 

— 

2 

Road  traffic  accidents 

2 

— 

2 

Other  violent  causes 

5 

1 

6 

All  other  causes 

8 

5 

13 

Totals 

123 

91 

214 

15 


Infectious  Diseases  Notified 


Scarlet 

Fever 

Diphtheria 

Measles 

Whooping 

Cough 

Acute  Primary 

Pneumonia 

Erysipelas 

Infantile 

Paralysis 

Puerperal 

Pyrescia 

Males  ... 

3 

. 

110 

10 

14 

1 

1 

— _ 

Female 

11 

1 

101 

8 

5 

— 

— 

1 

Totsd  •  •  •  •  •  • 

14 

1 

211 

18 

19 

1 

1 

1 

o  + 

— 

5 

3 

— 

_ 

— 

_ 

1  + 

— 

1 

39 

11 

1 

— 

— 

- . 

3  + 

3 

— 

58 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Age  5  -f 

5 

— 

103 

3 

2 

- - 

— 

— 

Groups  10  + 

3 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— - 

15  + 

2 

— 

2 

— 

3 

— 

— 

1 

25  + 

— 

- - 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 

45  + 

1 

— 

— 

— 

7 

— 

— 

— 

65  + 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

January 

— 

— 

3 

— 

2 

— — 

1 

— 

February 

— 

— 

28 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

March  ... 

7 

— 

71 

— 

4 

— 

— 

April 

3 

— 

31 

4 

5 

1 

- — 

— 

Mav 

— 

— ■ 

20 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

June 

— 

— 

8 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

July  . 

1 

— 

4 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

August 

— 

1 

17 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

September 

1 

- r 

29 

5 

— 

— 

— 

1 

October 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— • 

— 

November 

1 

— 

— 

3 

2 

— 

— 

— 

December 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Coleford  . 

1 

1 

45 

1 

5 

■ 

___ 

Berry  Hill 

2 

— 

38 

3 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Millcwall  and 
Broadwell 

2 

44 

5 

3 

Yorkley  and 
Pillowell 

1 

14 

2 

1 

Parkend 

5 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Bream  ... 

— 

— 

58 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

Lydbrook 

1 

— 

3 

— 

5 

— 

— 

- - 

Clearwell 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— . 

— 

1 

— 

Redbrook 

— 

— 

1 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Eng.  Bicknor  ... 

— 

— 

4 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Staunton 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

—  - 

Ellwood 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Removed  to 

hospital 

10 

1 

— 

— 

3 

— 

1 

1 

Died 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 


Scarlet  Fever. 

There  was  a  small  scattered  epidemic  during  March  and 
sporadic  cases  throughout  the  rest  of  the  year. 

Diphtheria. 

One  case  occurred  in  a  child  of  two  who  had  not  been 
immunised.  The  case  arose  immediately  after  the  return  of  the 
child  from  a  holiday  and  was  therefore  presumably  infected  else¬ 
where. 

Measles. 

From  February  to  September  there  was  an  epidemic  of  this 
disease  in  the  parishes  of  Coleford  and  West  Dean.  This  was  most 
severe  in  Coleford  in  February  and  March,  then  it  spread  through 
the  West  Dean  Ward  and  became  severe  in  Bream  during  August 
and  September. 

Infantile  Paralysis. 

There  was  one  confirmed  case. 

Whooping  Cough. 

There  were  some  scattered  cases  during  the  last  three  quarters 
of  the  year. 

Mumps. 

An  epidemic  occurred  in  Coleford  during  the  last  quarter. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

As  from  July  this  became  the  responsibility  of  the  County 
Council. 


Relation  to  Child  Population. 


Relation  of  Diphtheria  Immunisation  to 
the  Child  Population 

Under  5 

5—15 

Total 

Number  immunised  during  the  year 

Total  number  immunised  by  the  end  of  the 

172 

10 

182 

year 

567 

2289 

2856 

Estimated  mid-year  population 

1549 

2746 

4295 

Percentage  immunised 

37% 

83% 

66.5% 

Number  of  reinforcing  injections  given  during  the  year  =228. 


17 


Tuberculosis. 


Notifications  during  the  year 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Pulmonary 

23 

14 

37 

Non-Pulmonary 

1 

3 

4 

1  o  tills  •••  *  • «  •••  ••• 

24 

17 

41 

The  number  of  new  cases  that  were  notified  during  the  year 
was  41  which  was  an  increase  over  previous  years.  The  average 
for  the  six  previous  years  was  24. 

The  cases  were  evenly  scattered  throughout  the  district  during 
the  year  and  the  proportion  of  early  cases  such  as  “hilar  glands” 
and  “pleurisy”  had  increased.  The  number  of  deaths  during  the 
year  was  14,  the  average  for  the  last  seven  years  being  13. 

The  incidence  of  tuberculosis  in  Lydbrook  was  the  subject 
of  a  special  report  by  me  in  June.  Of  the  62  cases  notified  in  West 
Dean  during  the  years  1944-46,  29  were  from  Lydbrook  and  so 
were  22  of  the  74  deaths  in  the  years  1942-47.  As  Lydbrook  has 
less  than  one  seventh  of  the  population  of  West  Dean  these  figures 
strongly  suggest  a  high  incidence  of  tuberculosis  in  this  parish. 

Lydbrook  lies  in  a  North-South  valley  in  which  the  hours  of 
sunshine  received  on  most  parts  of  the  banks  are  curtailed  by 
contour  especially  during  the  winter  months.  It  was  not  possible 
however,  to  statistically  relate  the  lower  or  less  sunny  banks  with 
a  higher  incidence.  The  thorough  housing  survey  which  had  been 
carried  out  enabled  the  incidence  to  be  related  to  housing  conditions. 
The  proportion  of  Category  5  houses  was  10  per  cent  which  was 
about  the  same  as  that  in  other  parts  of  the  district  and  the  cases 
did  not  predominate  in  low  category  houses. 

There  were,  however,  in  Lydbrook  a  larger  proportion  of 
houses  built  into  the  bank  than  anywhere  else  in  West  Dean.  22  per 
cent  of  the  houses  were  so  built  and  36  per  cent  of  the  cases  lived 
in  such  houses. 

The  largest  factory  in  the  district  is  situated  in  Lydbrook  and 
hence  a  large  number  of  the  inhabitants  are  factory  operatives. 
There  is  also  a  coal  mine  in  the  parish  and  this  too  employs  a  number 
of  men. 

The  Council  built  20  prefabricated  bungalows  and  15 
traditional  houses  at  the  Joys  Green  site  during  the  year  and  another 
15  traditional  houses  were  being  completed  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Very  special  consideration  was  given  to  tuberculosis  cases 
in  the  letting  of  these  dwellings. 

It  is  clear  to  me  that  the  Mass  Radiography  carried  out  during 
1947  had  been  very  useful  and  that  it  should  be  repeated  later  on. 
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Similar  consideration  was  given  by  the  Council  to  cases  of 
open  tuberculosis  in  the  letting  of  houses  in  the  other  parts  of  the 
district  and  I  am  sure  that  this  will  prove  to  be  a  sound  policy. 


Water  Supply. 

The  sole  mains  supply  of  water  continues  to  be  the  deep  well 
at  Redbrook  and  surface  springs  that  arise  between  Redbrook  and 
Staunton. 

There  has  been  a  considerable  rise  in  the  consumption  of 
water  within  the  last  ten  years.  This  has  been  due  to  the  intro¬ 
duction  of  new  large  industries,  the  installation  of  water  carriage 
and  hot-water  systems  in  many  houses  and  the  extensive  building 
schemes  of  the  Council. 

The  supply  had  to  be  restricted  daily  during  the  driest  periods. 


Yearly  Totals  of  Water  Pumped  for  the  past  10  years,  in  gallons. 


1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 


38,200,000 

54,800,000 

68,700,000 

61,000,000 

72,750,000 

81,760,000 

78,200,000 

78,800,000 

96,000,000 

109,600,000 


The  mains  supply  extends  to  every  part  of  the  district  and 
the  properties  supplied  in  the  different  parts  are  indicated  in  the 
accompanying  table.  The  Joys  Green  Ward  of  the  Lydbrook 
Parish  is  supplied  by  meter  from  the  East  Dean  mains  supply  and 
8,220  gallons  were  supplied  per  day. 

Samples  of  water  were  taken  regularly  every  month  from  the 
well,  springs  and  reservoirs  for  examination  by  the  County  Analyst. 
Additional  samples  were  taken  from  different  parts  of  the  distrib¬ 
ution  system. 

The  untreated  water  was  satisfactory  for  a  public  supply  but 
it  was  nevertheless  chlorinated  at  the  pumping  station. 

Occasional  chemical  analysis  of  the  water  was  made.  The 
water  is  not  plumbosolvent.  Owing  to  the  severe  pressure  S.W.G. 
12  iron  pipes  are  used  and  because  of  the  corrosive  action  of  the 
soil  the  pipes  are  galvanised. 
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The  Council  has  sought  permission  of  the  Ministry  of  Health 
to  use  water  from  the  Limekiln  springs  at  Lydbrook  whilst  a 
comprehensive  scheme  to  abstract  water  from  the  River  Wye  is 
being  formulated. 


20 


4h 

<d 

rO 


3 

£ 


■— J  CO 

'o  3 

g  CO 

n  ° 

(J  E 


4-i 

<D 

r3 

+-> 

<u 

bo 

o 

+-> 

73 


o  r>. 
t>  o 


GO  O 

LO 


00  X 
I/O  05 


CO  X  I 

04  >—<  | 


lO 

r-H 


<D 

+-> 


4-t 

iP  E 

0  .%H 

>y^ 

CD 

H 


fcO 

3 

•  i*H 

U 

3 

"d 


rd 

3 

M-l 

<D 

»-i 

E 


3 

rQ 

CO 

<D 

CO 


g° 

K 


O  * 

3  ^ 

3  3 

n  u 
O  r, 


3 


»— •  ■ 

3-i  co  '  d  • 

So;  «  g 

5  43  o  •§ 
!/)  h  0  3 
^  C  g 


On  3 

goo 
E  Q+J 


4-i 

<D 

rO 

a 

3 

£ 


CO 

4-> 

3 

E 


4-i 

<D 

,0 

a 


CO 
CD 
CO 

3  0  § 

E  E 


3 

O 

•  rH 

4-> 

3 


a, 

o 

E 


r3 

.CO 

’C 

3 

E 


04 


O 

04 


O 


X 


o  o 

04  04 


X 

X 


rf<  iO 


04 


OOXNh 

^  i-i 

04 

F* i  T-^ 

05 

■O  O  X  X  X 

X  LO 

04 

LO  X 

X 

X  13  1-1 

04  04 

r-H 

X  rfi 

o 

04 


xo*t>o 

o  o 

X 

04  i-i 

X 

X  Tf  Tf  X  LO 

X  X 

04 

O  X 

X 

t>  l>  r-1  x 

'T  'T 

■'f 

O  1> 
1— 1 

o 

X 

OOJTfiOX 

X  -< 

X 

r>  o 

O  X  O  t>  X 

O 

'T 

i—i  GO 

X  LO  1C  — *  i—i 

X  X 

04 

X  X 

X  04  1-1 

I  r-H  r-H 

l-H 

X  04 

4-i 

O 

:  3 

• 

o 

44  M 

‘  r3 

CO 


'S  g 

£  ^ 
X  b/0  £ 

O  3  OJ 


•  fH 

Sh 

3 

.  ^ 

•  3 

•  •  • 

cu 

a>  ^  ^ 

3  Q  3  G 
o+)S  ^ 

3  4) 

3  In  CU 

o  2 

tn  EM 


aj 

£ 


0) 

£ 

o 


e  §e  § 

_T  ^  ^ 

3  ^  0*  3 

£  § 

>v<  r1  3 

r3  O  2 
E  ^  E 


X 

I> 

o 


£  • 

< 

w 

Q 

H 

M  K 

W  co 

H 

O 

H 


£ 

W 

A 

H 

co 

W 


►4 

<4 

H 

O 

H 


21 


District  ...  18210  5150  12  3176  21  _ 108  _ 3 _ 750 


Housing. 

During  the  year  the  following  Council  houses  were  completed  : 

Prefabricated  bungalows  . .  . .  100 

(20  each  at  Yorkley  Slad,  Bream,  Joys 
Green  and  40  at  Broadwell.) 

Airey  prefabricated  houses 

at  Sling.  . .  , .  8 

Traditional  houses 

4  at  Coleford  and  15  at  Joys  Green.. .  19 

Interlocking-block  type  traditional 

at  Clearwell.  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 
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The  tenancies  of  these  houses  were  very  much  sought  after 
and  this  is  not  surprising  in  view  of  the  poor  housing  conditions 
which  continued  throughout  the  district.  The  houses  were  let 
largely  in  accordance  with  the  Council’s  points  scheme.  This  took 
into  consideration  the  size  of  the  family,  housing  conditions,  the 
degree  of  overcrowding,  employment  and  residence,  service  in  the 
last  war,  disablement  and  health  reasons.  Very  special  consideration 
was  given  to  cases  of  ‘open’  or  infectious  tuberculosis.  All  the 
worst  cases  were  investigated  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  myself 
and  the  letting  committees  made  full  use  of  the  information  so 
obtained  and  took  considerable  trouble  to  be  fair  in  their  allocations. 
There  were  also  3  private  houses  completed  during  the  year.  These 
were  all  traditional. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTOR  S  REPORT. 


Ice  Cream. 

No.  of  registered  producers  :  Cold  Mix  6,  Hot  Mix  7. 

No.  of  registered  retailers :  20  ;  No.  of  samples  taken  :  28. 


Analysis  of  samples 

taken. 

Bacillus 

Coli 

Bacterial  Count 

Present 

Absent  Up  to 

Up  to 

Over 

1,000 

100,000 

100,000 

Provisional  Grade  1 

16 

6 

10 

2 

13 

1 

Grade  2 

5 

3 

2 

1 

4 

■ - 

Grade  3 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Grade  4 

6 

6 

— 

— 

3 

3 

Totals 

28 

16 

12 

3 

21 

4 

One  grade  1 

had  a 

bacterial  count  of 

102,000 

while 

another 

had  bacillus  coli  present  in  all  9  tubes  ;  at  the  same  time  one  of 
the  grade  4  samples  had  a  bacterial  count  of  72,000  with  bacillus 
coli  in  only  2  out  of  9  tubes.  Taking  the  standard  of  no  bacillus 
coli  and  a  bacterial  count  of  less  than  10,000,  8  of  the  28  samples 
were  satisfactory. 

The  ice  cream  sampled  as  shown  in  the  above  report  was 
almost  entirely  from  ice  cream  producers  in  the  West  Dean  area  ; 
the  majority  of  those  registered  only  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream  sold 
the  products  of  firms  of  national  repute. 

Water  Supply. 

Private  supplies — 2  samples  of  well  water  were  taken  during 
the  year  and  proved  unsatisfactory.  Two  Statutory  Notices 
were  served  during  the  year  and  were  complied  with. 

Newland  R.A.F.  Camp. 

This  camp,  which  was  occupied  by  squatters  in  1946  and 
1947,  was  taken  over  by  the  Rural  District  Council.  The  Council 
submitted  a  scheme  to  the  Ministry  for  conversion  of  5  Langham 
huts  into  10  family  units  and  for  improvements  to  3  other  huts 
and  these  works  were  carried  out  in  1948.  To  each  family  a  living 
room  with  cooker,  2  or  3  bedrooms,  adequate  larder,  coal-shed, 
Elsan  closet  and  sink  and  drainage  was  provided  and  the  Council’s 
main  supply  was  made  available  at  two  points  in  the  Camp.  The 
total  cost  of  the  improvements  exceeded  £1,000  and  the  work  was 
carried  out  by  a  local  contractor. 

Goleford— Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal  Scheme. 

During  the  year  the  work  of  providing  a  proper  drainage 
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scheme  for  the  Coleford  area  was  commenced  and  some  progress 
was  made.  A  survey  of  the  drainage  of  all  the  houses  on  the  line 
of  the  sewer  was  carried  out  and  the  tabulated  results  submitted  to 
the  Council  and  to  the  Consulting  Engineer.  It  shewed  that, 
excluding  Council  houses,  out  of  248  houses,  219  or  82  per  cent  had 
some  form  of  drainage  and  of  these  219 — 150  or  68  per  cent  connected 
untreated  to  the  stream  running  through  Coleford.  This  stream 
discharges  to  the  River  Wye  at  Redbrook  but,  owing  to  the  rocky 
nature  of  the  bed  of  the  stream,  the  condition  of  the  water  is  very 
much  improved  prior  to  its  discharge  into  the  Wye. 

The  twice  yearly  treatment  of  the  “sewer”  in  Coleford  for  the 
destruction  of  rats  was  carried  out  with  a  fair  measure  of  success. 

Refuse  Collection. 

The  weekly  collection  to  90  per  cent  of  the  houses  was  continued 
and  the  disposal  of  refuse  by  semi-controlled  tipping  was  carried 
out  as  previously.  Regular  poisoning  at  the  tips  kept  the  number 
of  rats  low. 

Milk  and  Dairies  Order. 


Milk  samples  . .  . .  .  .  .  .  . .  35 

Poor  .  .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  .  .  . .  6 

Fair  . .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  . .  .  .  9 

Satisfactory  . .  . .  . .  .  .  . .  . .  20 

Statutory  Notices  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 


In  both  cases  the  work  was  put  in  hand. 

Improvements  to  cowsheds  and  dairies.  12  cowsheds  and  dairies 
were  improved  or  rebuilt  during  the  year. 

Number  of  registered  producers  of  milk  .  .  . .  60 

Number  of  Accredited  and  T.T.  producers  of  milk  . .  . .  12 

Factories  Act,  1937. 

Most  of  the  72  factories  and  workshops  in  West  Dean  were 
inspected  during  the  year,  particularly  with  a  view  to  the  health 
conditions  prevailing  in  the  Factory  and  to  the  adequacy  and  suit¬ 
ability  of  sanitary  accommodation. 

Requisitioned  Houses. 

The  Council  has  22  houses  under  requisition  and  26  families 
are  housed  therein.  The  standard  of  the  houses  is  fair  only  and 
they  can  mainly  be  regarded  only  as  stop-gap  accommodation. 
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Housing. 

Six  Statutory  Notices  were  served  and  5  complied  with.  The 
number  of  preliminary  notices  served  was  52  and  the  majority 
had  been  or  were  being  complied  with  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Only  work  necessary  to  make  houses  reasonably  wind  and 
weather  proof  was  required. 

Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

A  small  amount  of  tinned  and  other  foods  was  condemned 
and,  where  possible,  was  fed  to  pigs  and  poultry. 

There  is  no  slaughterhouse  in  the  area  but  many  pigs  were 
slaughtered  by  cottagers  under  licence.  Wherever  doubtful 
conditions  were  found  by  the  licensed  slaughterman  the  carcase 
and  offal  was  inspected. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area.  Number  of 

Inspections 

Sewerage  and  Drainage  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  510 

Housing  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  380 

Refuse  and  Salvage  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  233 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  64 

Milk  and  Dairies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  272 

Camp  Sites  and  Caravans  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Requisitioned  Properties  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  73 

Rats  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Other  Infestations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Factories  and  Workshops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  79 

Public  Health  and  Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  337 

Infectious  Disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

Food  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  194 

Water  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  49 

Petroleum  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  61 

Pit  Shafts  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  131 

Schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

Buildings  and  Licensing  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  694 


3,159 
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LYDNEY  RURAL  DISTRICT 


Area =24,544  acres. 

Population  =10,630  (Registrar  General’s  Estimate). 
Rateable  value  (31st  Dec.,  1948)  =£44, 150. 

Product  of  a  penny  rate=£177. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  rated=2,912. 

Births  and  Infantile  Deaths. 


Legitima 

te 

11 

legitimate 

Totals 

Male 

Fern. 

Total 

Male 

Fern. 

Total 

Male 

Fem. 

Total 

Live  Births 

92 

88 

180 

2 

3 

5 

94 

91 

185 

Still  Births 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Deaths 
under  1  yr. 

1 

2 

3 

— 

1 

1 

1 

3 

4 

Birth  Rate  =  17.4  births  per  1,000  population  ;  England  and  Wales  17.9. 
Exeess  of  births  over  deaths  =  185 — 103=82.. 

Death  Rate  =9.7  ;  England  and  Wales  10.8. 

The  Birth  Rate  has  thus  fallen  from  18.7  last  year. 

The  Death  Rate  has  also  fallen  from  12.4  last  year. 

Both  rates  are  a  shade  below  the  National  Rates. 


Chief  Causes  of  Death. 


Male 

Female 

Tot  al 

Tuberculosis  of  the  respiratory  system 

2 

3 

5 

Other  forms  of  tuberculosis 

1 

— 

1 

Syphilitic  diseases 

— 

— 

— 

Influenza 

— 

— 

— - 

Cancer 

3 

6 

9 

Diabetes 

1 

1 

2 

Intracranial  vascular  lesions  ... 

7 

7 

14 

Eteart  diseases 

13 

18 

31 

Other  diseases  of  the  circulatory  system 

3 

3 

6 

Bronchitis 

2 

1 

3 

Pneumonia 

2 

1 

3 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

— 

— 

— 

Ulcer  of  the  stomach  and  duodenum... 

2 

1 

3 

Diarrhoea  under  two  years 

— 

— 

— 

Appendicitis 

— 

— 

— 

Other  digestive  diseases 

— 

— 

— 

Nephritis 

1 

2 

3 

Maternal  causes 

— 

— 

— 

Premature  birth 

1 

1 

2 

Congenital  malformations,  birth 
injuries  and  infantile  diseases 

1 

2 

3 

Suicide 

— 

1 

1 

Road  traffic  accidents 

1 

— 

1 

Other  violent  causes 

2 

— 

2 

All  other  causes 

7 

7 

1-1 

49 

54 

103 

Infectious  Diseases  Notified 


Scarlet 

Fever 

Measles 

Whooping 

Cough 

Acute 

Primary 

Pneumonia 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia 

Males 

13 

48 

2 

2 

_ 

Females 

5 

41 

3 

— 

1 

Total 

1 

18 

89 

5 

2 

1 

0  +  | 

— 

1 

1 

— 

i 

_ 1 

— 

1  + 

— 

8 

1 

— 

— 

3+  1 

1 

19 

1 

— 

— 

Age  5  + 

6 

47 

3 

— 

— 

Groups  10  + 

9 

9 

— 

— 

— 

15  + 

2 

2 

— 

— 

1 

25  + 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

45  + 

— 

_ 

— 

2 

— 

65  + 

— 

— 

- . 

— 

— 

January 

— 

2 

— 

— 

February 

2 

— 

— 

March 

1 

10 

— 

— 

— 

April 

— 

27 

— 

— 

- — 

May 

10 

12 

— 

— 

— 

J  une 

1 

17 

• — 

— 

— 

July 

4 

12 

— 

— 

— 

August 

- — 

12 

— 

1 

— 

September  . . . 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

October 

— 

— 

- — 

1 

— 

November 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

December 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Lydney 

7 

30 

1 

2 

— 

Aylburton 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Aivington 

— 

2 

• — 

— 

— 

Woolaston  . . . 

— 

10 

1 

— 

— 

St.  Briavels 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Hewelsfield  . . . 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Tidenham 

10 

45 

2 

— 

1 

Beachley  Camp 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Removed  to 

hospital 

13 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Deaths 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 


Measles. 

An  epidemic  of  this  disease  began  at  Lydney  and  at  Tidenham 
in  March  and  continued  until  August. 
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Scarlet  Fever. 


An  epidemic  occurred  at  a  boys'  boarding  school  at  Tidenham 
in  May  and  10  cases  were  notified. 

A  few  sporadic  cases  occurred  in  Lydney. 

Chicken  Pox. 

An  epidemic  occurred  in  February  and  March  in  Lydney  and 
Hewelsfield. 

Diphtheria. 

There  were  no  cases  during  the  year. 

Poliomyelitis  or  Infantile  Paralysis. 

There  were  no  fresh  cases  but  one  of  the  cases  notified  in  1947 
died. 

Tuberculosis. 

There  were  10  pulmonary  notifications  during  the  year  and  no 
non-pulmonary  cases.  Of  these  5  were  in  males  and  5  in  females. 
There  were  6  deaths  from  tuberculosis. 

These  figures  are  in  keeping  with  the  previous  low  incidence 
of  this  disease  in  this  district. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

The  Council’s  scheme  for  the  payment  of  general  practitioners 
for  immunisation  ceased  in  July  with  the  onset  of  the  National 
Health  Service. 


Relation  of  Diphtheria  Immunisation 
to  the  Child  Population 

Under  5 

5—15 

Total 

Number  immunised  during  the  year 

61 

87 

148 

Total  immunised  by  the  end  of  the  year 

219 

437 

656 

Estimated  mid-year  population 

884 

1633 

2517 

Percentage  immunised 

24.8% 

26.8% 

26% 

Number  of  reinforcing  injections  =57. 
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Refuse  Collection. 


A  comprehensive  scheme  for  the  whole  district  was  commenced 
at  the  beginning  of  the  year.  Direct  labour  and  the  Council’s 
own  vehicle  are  employed. 

In  Lydney  the  collection  is  weekly. 

Aylburton,  Alvington  and  Tidenham  fortnightly. 

St.  Briavels,  Woolaston  and  Hewelsfield  once  a  month. 
Isolated  houses  when  sufficient  refuse  has  been  collected. 


Swimming  Pools. 

There  are  two  such  pools  in  the  district. 

Bathurst  Swimming  Pool  used  by  Lydney  Grammar  School 
and  Lydney  and  Aylburton.  This  is  filled  from  a  polluted  stream 
and  chlorinated. 

2  samples  of  the  water  of  the  brook  were  reported  on  as  very 
unsatisfactory. 

A  sample  of  the  pool  was  reported  on  as  fairly  satisfactory  and 
another  as  unsatisfactory. 

A  proper  chlorination,  filtration  and  circulation  plant  is  being 
installed  as  soon  as  possible. 

Beachley  Swimming  Pool.  This  is  a  private  pool  filled  with  sea 
water. 

One  sample  taken  during  the  year  was  reported  on  as  satis¬ 
factory. 

Ice  Cream  Producers. 

Number  of  premises  registered  for  production  . .  .  .  6 

Number  of  premises  registered  for  sale  only  .  .  .  .  9 

9  samples  were  taken  during  the  year  and  submitted  to  bacterio¬ 
logical  analysis.  5  were  reported  on  as  satisfactory — all  Grade  1 
Methylene  Blue  Test  and  one  each  fairly  satisfactory,  not  entirely 
satisfactory,  unsatisfactory  and  very  unsatisfactory.  These  samples 
were  all  from  local  producers. 
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WATER  SUPPLY. 


Lydney  Main  Supply. 

This  supplies  Lydney,  part  of  Aylburton  and  Alvington. 

There  are  two  sources,  Ferneyley  Springs  and  Tufts  Level. 

Gallons. 

Ferneyley  Springs — Estimated  yield  during  year  85,693,000 

Amount  Piped  and  Utilised  .  .  .  .  .  .  61,146,000 

Amount  not  used  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  . .  24,549,000 

Tufts  Level — Estimated  amount  used. .  . .  16,000,000 

This  level  could  not  be  used  for  a  part  of  the  year  owing  to  a 
“Fair'  which  stopped  the  supply  at  times  and  at  others  made  it 
unusable. 

Both  these  sources  are  chlorinated.  3  samples  taken  from  the 
mains  were  reported  on  as  fairly  satisfactory. 

There  are  small  separate  supplies  at  Aylburton  and  at  Woolaston. 
Tidenham  is  supplied  by  the  Chepstow  Water  Company.  The  rest 
of  the  district  is  supplied  by  springs  and  wells.  The  Council  houses 
at  Hewelsfield  are  supplied  from  a  stream.  Those  at  St.  Briavels 
are  supplied  by  a  standpipe  from  the  village  supply. 

The  Council  obtained  permission  in  1947  from  the  Ministry  of 
Health  to  sink  a  deep  well  at  Rodmore  at  the  edge  of  the  parishes 
of  Hewelsfield  and  St.  Briavels.  Preparatory  work  only  was 
done  during  the  year.  This  exploration  was  made  primarily  to 
supply  the  higher  levels  especially  the  development  area  of  St. 
Briavels.  9in.  pipes  have  been  ordered  to  connect  this  supply  to 
the  Lydney  works  at  Ferneyley. 

Water  Samples  submitted  to  Analysis. 

Three  samples  were  taken  from  the  Lydney  mains  at  the  time 
when  the  Tufts  level  water  was  being  used  again  after  being  ob¬ 
structed  by  a  fall.  Of  these  2  were  reported  on  as  fairly  satis¬ 
factory  and  another  was  not  entirely  satisfactory.  At  the  time  of 
the  crisis  caused  by  this  obstruction  2  samples  were  taken  from  the 
River  Lyd  and  these  were  reported  on  as  totally  unfit  for  con¬ 
sumption  even  if  treated. 

A  sample  each  from  the  *  Spout  ’  spring  and  the  pump  at 
Brockweir  were  reported  on  as  unsatisfactory. 

Council  Houses. 

The  letting  of  Council  houses  has  been  a  matter  of  serious 
concern.  The  Council  failed  during  the  year  to  take  proper  account 
of  applicants’  housing  conditions,  overcrowding  and  health  factors. 
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I  found  it  necessary  to  remind  the  Council  of  their  obligation  under 
Section  85  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  which  states  that  in  the 
selection  of  tenants  a  reasonable  preference  should  be  given  to 
persons  who  are  occupying  insanitary  or  overcrowded  houses,  have 
large  families  or  are  living  under  unsatisfactory  housing  conditions. 
Thus  three-bedroomed  houses  were  let  to  couples  without  children 
or  even  only  just  married  whereas  larger  families  living  under 
unsatisfactory  housing  conditions  were  not  accommodated. 

In  March  two  parlour  type  houses  with  three  bedrooms  and 
two  indoor  lavatories  were  let  to  couples  without  children  who  were 
already  reasonably  well  housed  while  the  most  desperate  cases  were 
left  unrelieved.  Thus  one  of  the  cases  rehoused  was  related  to 
the  local  Councillor  and  who  only  came  back  into  the  district  at 
about  the  time  that  the  houses  were  begun  after  an  absence  of 
many  years.  He  was  living  in  a  six  bedroomed  house  in  a  good 
state  of  repair.  The  other  couple  were  living  in  a  three  bedroomed 
house  which  had  recently  been  repaired. 

At  the  same  time  very  bad  cases  were  left ;  in  one  a  man  and 
his  wife  and  two  children  had  to  sleep  in  a  room  with  88  sq.  ft. 
floor  space  which  was  dark  and  damp.  The  whole  house  was  a 
hovel ;  one  of  the  worst  in  my  area.  The  condition  of  the  house 
was  highly  prejudicial  to  the  health  of  the  children  and  there  were 
medical  certificates  to  this  effect.  These  were  careful,  clean  and 
honest  tenants  who  were  brought  into  the  district  by  war  work. 
The  other  case  was  that  of  a  man  and  wife  and  three  girls,  the 
oldest  18  who  had  to  sleep  in  a  bedroom  the  permitted  number  of 
which  was  1^.  The  whole  house  was  in  a  bad  state  of  repair  and 
the  tenant  cleaner  than  one  of  the  others  who  were  allocated  a  house, 
and  was  otherwise  satisfactory. 

The  selection  was  made  by  the  one  local  councillor  with  the 
councillors  of  the  neighbouring  parish  of  St.  Briavels  and  I  was 
asked  to  attend  the  meeting  to  advise.  It  soon  became  clear  at 
the  meeting  that  the  local  councillor  had  made  up  his  mind  who  were 
to  have  the  houses  and  that  any  advice  I  gave  was  going  to  be 
ignored  and  that  there  had  never  been  any  intention  to  listen  to  my 
advice.  I  knew  the  home  conditions  of  the  applicants  better  than 
any  of  the  councillors  as  I  had  been  in  general  medical  practice 
in  this  area  for  years. 

When  the  local  councillor  presented  his  allocation  to  Council 
I  protested  and  asked  the  Council  to  investigate  my  complaint. 
This  was  refused  :  the  Council  accepted  the  serious  responsibility 
of  this  allocation  without  knowing  the  facts.  I  informed  the  Council 
that  I  should  be  compelled  to  report  the  matter  to  the  Minister  of 
Health.  I  thereupon  forwarded  particulars  of  the  cases  to  the 
Minister.  The  Ministry  wrote  to  the  Council  and  asked  for  par¬ 
ticulars.  The  Council  replied  saying  among  other  things  that  one 
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of  the  applicants  was  an  agricultural  labourer  which  was  untrue. 
The  Ministry  failed  to  exercise  their  default  powers  under  the 
Housing  Act.  The  Council  censured  me,  of  course,  and  sent  a 
letter  about  this  to  the  West  Gloucestershire  M.O.H.  Committee. 
The  Chairman  of  the  Lydney  Council  raised  this  matter  at  the 
next  meeting  of  this  Committee  but  failed  to  get  any  support.  In 
the  course  of  the  discussion  I  was  able  to  tell  him  that  a  member  of 
the  Lydney  Council  had  said  that  the  Lydney  Council  had  set  a 
trap  for  me  by  asking  me  to  attend  the  letting  committee.  The 
Chairman  referred  to  this  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Lydney 
Council  in  such  a  way  that  the  Press  were  misled  into  reporting  me 
as  saying  that  I  myself  had  said  that  a  trap  had  been  set  for  me 
and  that  I  withdrew  this  statement.  This  was  tantamount  to 
criticism  and  should  have  been  taken  in  committee.  Under  these 
circumstances  I  expected  that  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Council 
I  should  be  allowed  to  correct  the  misleading  and  defamatory 
report.  This  was  refused  ;  it  being  clear  that  the  Chairman  was 
particularly  anxious  that  the  incorrect  report  should  stand.  I 
repeat  that  I  did  not  say  that  there  was  a  trap  nor  did  I  think 
there  was.  In  the  event  of  the  Press  being  misled  again  I  shall 
afford  the  Press  sufficient  information  to  make  the  context  of 
statements  made  clear  and  if  needs  be  take  prompt  legal  action. 

This  is  a  clear  cut  case  of  the  Council’s  failure  to  take  into 
consideration  in  the  letting  of  their  houses,  housing  conditions, 
overcrowding  and  health  factors  ;  of  the  houses  being  allocated 
largely  by  one  local  councillor,  who  by  reason  of  his  relationship 
to  one  of  the  applicants,  should  not  have  taken  any  part.  Under 
these  circumstances  I  am  glad  that  I  protested  to  Council  over 
this  case  and,  when  my  protest  was  not  investigated,  to  the  Minister, 
for  it  was  a  principle  of  conscience. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT. 


Housing. 

Housing  Repairs. 

This  still  remains  a  most  difficult  problem  and  I  am  much 
concerned  with  the  condition  detrimental  to  health  existing  at 
some  properties.  Owners  of  properties  are  unable  to  carry  out 
repairs  owing  to  the  shortage  of  labour  and  materials. 

72  inspections  of  unfit  houses  were  made  during  the  year. 
Repairs  were  carried  out  to  22  houses,  and  minor  repairs  to  27 
houses.  The  minor  repairs  carried  out  to  27  houses  do  not  render 
the  houses  in  all  respects  fit  for  human  habitation. 

Few  of  the  overcrowded  cases  were  relieved. 

In  accordance  with  Circular  2157  from  the  Ministry  of  Health 
the  Council  renewed  the  six-month  licences  granted  to  owners  of 
the  following  properties  : — 

Nos.  2,  3  and  4  Swan  Row,  Woolaston. 

Knoll  Bungalow,  Woolaston. 

Nos.  1  and  5  Red  Lion  Court,  Tidenham. 

Disinfection  of  Premises. 

Number  of  premises  disinfected  . .  . .  . .  . .  27 

Public  Wells. 

Improvements  were  carried  out  to  2  Public  wells. 

Cowsheds  and  Dairies. 

Under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  1926,  twenty-seven  milk 
samples  were  taken  from  non-designated  premises  and  submitted 
for  analysis. 

Summary  of  the  Reports  are  as  follows  : 

15  Milk  Samples  :  No  B.Coli  present  : 

Number  of  Bacteria  per  1  c.c.  varied  from  1,000  to  25,000. 

6  Milk  Samples  :  B.  Coli  present  in  1  c.c.  : 

Number  of  Bacteria  per  1  c.c.  varied  from  4,000  to  40,000. 

4  Milk  Samples  :  B.  Coli  present  in  1/10  c.c. 

Number  of  Bacteria  per  1  c.c.  varied  from  20,000  to  45,000. 

2  Milk  Samples  :  B.  Coli  present  in  1/1000  c.c. 

Number  of  Bacteria  per  1  c.c.  were  500,000  and  200,000. 

School  Milk. 

Thirteen  milk  samples  were  taken  from  milk  supplies  to  schools 
9  were  satisfactory  and  4  unsatisfactory. 
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Milk  (Special  Designations)  Regulations,  1936-46. 

17  Pasteurised  and  9  Raw  Milk  Samples  were  taken  from 
Sedbury  Dairies,  Ltd.,  during  the  year  and  submitted  to  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Preventive  Medicine  for  analysis.  The  reports  are  as 
follows  : — 

Pasteurised  Milk. — 15  Satisfactory  :  2  Unsatisfactory 
Raw  Milk. — 9  Satisfactory. 


Number  of  “  Tuberculin  Tested  ”  milk  licences  issued  by 

the  County  Council  during  1948  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Number  of  “  Accredited  ”  milk  licences  issued  by  the 

County  Council  during  1948  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Total  Number  on  Register  for  1943. 

“  Tuberculin  Tested  ”  milk  licences  . .  . .  . .  25 

“  Accredited  ”  milk  licences  . .  . .  . .  . .  16 


Total  41 


“  Tuberculin  Tested  ”  or  “  Accredited.” 

Licence  in  respect  of  an  establishment  at  which  the  milk 
is  produced  and  bottled  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  5 

Licence  in  respect  of  an  establishment  (not  being  the 
establishment  at  which  the  milk  is  produced)  at  which 
the  milk  is  bottled  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 

5  new  cowsheds  were  constructed  :  Improvements  were  carried 
out  to  6  cowsheds  and  7  dairies. 
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Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned  for  year  1948. 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows. 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs. 

Number  killed  (if  known) 

417 

80 

29 

3517 

32 

Number  Inspected 

417 

80 

29 

3517 

32 

all  Diseases  except 
Tuberculosis 

Whole  Carcases  con¬ 
demned 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con¬ 
demned 

185 

57 

425 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than 
Tuberculosis  ... 

44.3% 

71.25% 

12.0S% 

Tuberculosis  Only. 
Whole  Carcases  condemned 

5 

8 

1 

3 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con¬ 
demned 

30 

30 

2 

Percentage  of  the  num¬ 
ber  inspected  affected 
with  Tuberculosis 

8.4% 

47  5°/ 

.o  /0 

3.4% 

15.7% 

Meat  Regulations. 

The  following  number  of  animals  were  slaughtered  and  the 
carcases  inspected  for  disease  : — 

Ministry  of  Food  Slaughterhouse,  Church  Road,  Lydney,  Glos. 

Cattle  417 ;  Cows  80 ;  Calves  29 ;  Sheep  and  lambs  3517 ;  Pigs  32. 

Total  4075. 

The  number  of  Pigs  slaughtered  on  Unlicensed  Premises 
were  : — 590. 

Note  :  The  Lydney  Food  Executive  Officer  issued  590  licences 
to  self-suppliers. 
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The  amount  of  meat  condemned  as  Unfit  for  Human  Consumption  was : 


13  Bovine  Carcases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7847  lbs. 

Beef  .  930  lbs. 

57  Bovine  Lungs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  563  lbs. 

48  Bovine  Heads  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1303  lbs. 

220  Bovine  Livers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2853  lbs. 

Beef  Offal  .  1192  lbs. 


Total .  14688  lbs. 

1  Sheep  Carcase  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  25  lbs. 

4  Sheep  Plucks  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  25  lbs. 

421  Sheep  Livers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  701  lbs. 

Mutton  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  27  lbs. 


Total .  778  lbs. 

3  Carcases  of  Pork  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  724  lbs. 

4  Pig  Plucks  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  40  lbs. 

4  Pig  Heads  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  65  lbs. 


Total .  829  lbs. 

1  Carcase  of  Veal  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  41  lbs. 

Offal  .  16  lbs. 


Total  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  57  lbs. 


Total  Amount  Condemned  ...  16352  lbs. 


Other  Foods  condemned  as  Unfit  for  Human  Consumption  were  : 

552  Tins  of  various  foodstuffs  :  7  lbs.  of  Butter  ;  22£  lbs.  Bacon  ;  50  stone 
of  Fish  ;  31 1  lbs.  of  Sugar  ;  81  lbs.  of  Sausages  ;  10  lbs.  Chocolate  ;  40  lbs. 
Cooked  Meat  ;  27  lbs.  Peaches  ;  110  lbs.  of  Rye  Cones  ;  2  doz.  boxes  of  Carre 
De  last  Cheese  ;  31  £  cwts.  of  Husk  of  Wheatmeal  Flour. 

Petroleum  Acts. 

Number  of  licences  granted  by  the  Council  under  the 
above  for  the  storage  of  Petroleum  Spirit  were  .  .  . .  32 

Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Act,  1919.  (Infestation  Order,  1943). 

Treatment  of  Built  Up  Areas. 

32  Treatments  were  carried  out  on  private  premises. 

11  Treatments  were  carried  out  on  business  premises. 

4  Business  premises  were  treated  at  regular  intervals  under 
Contract. 

2  Treatments  were  carried  out  on  the  Lydney  Sewer  System. 
(Only  minor  infestations  were  found). 

Refuse  tips  were  treated  throughout  the  year  at  approximately 
seven  weekly  intervals. 
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Wherever  infestations  were  reported,  an  inspection  was  also 
made  on  the  surrounding  property.  The  number  of  infestations 
brought  to  light  are  extremely  low. 

General. 

Complaints  Received. 


Nuisances  reported  to  District  Council  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  65 

(a)  Total  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  65 

(b)  Swine  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Number  of  nuisances  abated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  61 

Number  of  preliminary  notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  65 

Statutory  notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Nuisances  unabated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 


Number  of  earth  closets  or  privy  vaults  abolished  for  W.C.'s  ...  ...  5 

Number  of  earth  closets  or  privy  vaults  abolished  for  pail  privies  ...  9 


Number  inspected  of  each  of  the  following  : — 

Premises  or  Occupations  subject  to  Statutory  Control  : — 

Under  the  Shops  Act,  1934. 

(a)  Butchers  Shops  10  :  ( b )  Grocers  Shops  41  :  (c)  Other 

Trades  37.  Number  of  visits  and  inspections  108. 

Number  of  Catering  Establishments  in  the  Lydney  Rural  Area — 66. 


Number  on 
Register 

Number 

inspected 

Total 
number  of 
Inspections 

Slaughter-houses 

10 

1 

199 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops 

174 

108 

171 

Bakehouses 

14 

14 

36 

Factories 

23 

23 

63 

Workshops 

34 

34 

54 
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LYDNEY  SHIPPING,  1948 


Amount  of  Shipping  entering  the  Port  during  the  year  1948. 


Number 

No.  of  Vessels  , 

Number 

reported 

on  which 

Inspected 

Number 

Tonnage 

to  be 

defects  were 

by 

defective 

remedied 

San.  Insp. 

FOREIGN. 

Steamers 

1 

106 

0 

0 

0 

“Motors” 

12 

1447 

0 

0 

4 

Sailing 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Fishing 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Total  Foreign 

13 

1553 

0 

0 

4 

GOASTWISE. 

Steamers 

92 

8286 

0 

0 

12 

“Motors” 

451 

27685 

0 

0 

21 

Sailing 

259 

12684 

0 

0 

18 

Fishing 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Total 

Coastwise 

802 

48655 

0 

0 

51 

Total  Foreign 
and  Coastwise 

815 

50208 

0 

0 

55 
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Rural  Housing  Survey  (Houses  up  to  £16  Rateable  Value). 
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